[Retinal vascularization in sarcoidosis].
To describe the characteristics of retinal vasculitis related to sarcoidosis, and to study the radio-clinical findings of sarcoidosis in case of retinal vasculitis. We performed a retrospective study on 33 cases of retinal vasculitis associated with sarcoidosis. Our patients had a complete ophthalmological examination and a systematic fluorescein angiography was performed. Recorded data included clinical, biological and radiological evaluation of sarcoidosis. Retinal vasculitis were and remained asymptomatic in almost a third of the patients (n = 10). In 11 patients (33%) a decreased visual acuity of more than 3 lines was observed. Periphlebitis was observed in all cases, and 75.7% were of non ischemic forms. Thirty patients out of 33 (90.9%) were treated with systemic steroids in whom 17 were treated for ophthalmological reasons. The presence of anterior or posterior uveitis, more than one attack of vasculitis, and significant hyalitis were statistically associated with visual acuity decrease. Ninety percent of patients regained their initial visual acuity, only three patients at the end of the medical follow-up remained with a visual acuity below or equal to 2/10. Thirty one patients (91%) presented with mediastinal and pulmonary signs concordant with sarcoidosis on chest x-rays. Extrapulmonary localisations were common in case of retinal vasculitis (91% of patients). Retinal vasculitis associated with sarcoidosis are often asymptomatic. In most cases, there are bilateral, non ischaemic periphlebitis. They seem to have a relatively better prognosis than in other etiologies of vasculitis and they are part of an evolutive multisystemic sarcoidosis. Most of the time treatment with systemic steroids was indicated for ophthalmological or extra ophthalmological reasons.